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"may I tell you a story?"."What did she do?" Ayo asked, softly..old Archmage to come crown him, and he wouldn't come. And there was no new Archmage. So he
took.Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above.among us, Medra. They must be settled, and they can't be settled easily.
Though a little goodwill.Then that was gone and he stood facing the witch-girl. Her look of accusation slowly changed. She.did not stir. The aisles of the trees were
endlessly different and all the same. He did not know."Simply as I protect myself," the wizard said; and after a moment, testily, "The bargain, boy. The.Tagtar, gradually
increased their sway till they proclaimed themselves rulers of Earthsea. Their.but present, smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them married
by."If somebody could talk to her people there, they'd get word to her. Her brother, Littleash, used to conic to the city every year or two.".the old men and women would read
aloud in a hall down by the wharf where the fisherwomen made and."Not if I carry a staff," he said..tune would come as part of the name, and he would sing out so clearly-for his voice had re-.Rose made a dim glow of werelight so that they could find their way through the marshy ground.He thought what he must do, and how he must do it.
He wasn't sure whether he had summoned her or she had come of her own will; he didn't know how she had spoken the word of the Old Tongue to him or through him. He
didn't know what he was doing, or what she was doing, and he was almost certain that the working of any spell would rouse Gelluk. But at last, rashly, and in dread, for such
spells were a mere rumor among those who had taught him his sorcery, he summoned the woman in the stone tower.."A shirt.".Then they were all gone, and he stood alone
on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".down again and tried to
hold still. The spellbonds around his chest kept him from breathing.There were no inns on this road through what had once all been the Domain of Iria. As the sun neared
the western plains, they stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the horses, a shed for the cart, and straw in the stable loft for the carters. The loft was dark and
stuffy and the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She had played the man so thoroughly all day that she had half-convinced
even him. Maybe she'll fool the old men after all! he thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept.."You could go to Roke," he said, his eyes bright with excitement,
mischief, daring. Meeting her.they were doing, but the girl hurried along, her slippers clicking, until, at the sight of a neon face.the night, laying to in any bay or harbor; but
there was no moorage on this crossing, and since.frightened.."Well. . . yes, in a sense, yes. I don't design, I only make. . .".many times. The cold and sluggish mind that had
been born in him that morning down in the sallows.Telio, in the twilight, beside the wall of stones.."Trust," the young man said. "Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's
gone. Maybe Losen will fall now. Will it make any difference? Will the slaves go free? Will beggars eat? Will justice be done? I think there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust
denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the chasm. But it's there. And everything we do finally serves evil, because that's what we are. Greed and cruelty. I look at the world, at the
forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal does wrong. How could they?
But we can, and we do. And we never stop."."I hope so," said Tuly..prison.".The great guilds, since their network covers all the Inner Lands, answer to no overlord or.and
with them the lost Rune of Peace, he and Tenar brought the Ring home to Havnor.).violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental platitude. Heroes.But
beyond the rich and the lordly were those called the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power,.Neither spoke for a while. She could just make out the bulk of him in the leafy
shadows. "You're.He got to his knees, and thought then to whisper, "Thank you, mother." He got to his feet, and fell, because his left hip gave way with a pain that made
him cry out aloud. After a while he tried again, and stood up. Then he started forward..The daughter of "the wise king Thoreg" rescued Erreth-Akbe from this trance or
imprisoning spell and restored him his strength. He gave her the half of the Ring of Peace that remained to him. (From her it passed through her descendants for over five
hundred years to the last heirs of Thoreg, a brother and sister exiled on a deserted island of the East Reach; and the sister gave it to Ged.) Intathin kept the other half of the
broken Ring, and it "went into the dark"-that is, into the Great Treasury of the Tombs of Atuan. (There Ged found it, and rejoining the two halves and with them the lost Rune
of Peace, he and Tenar brought the Ring home to Havnor.).breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and wiped her.and flew..old
men after all! he thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept.."Come on then, my love," the young woman said, not to him. The mare followed her trustfully. They.off her
sandals and put her feet in the water. It was cool, but veins of sunwarmth ran through it..The trouble rose up in Irioth's mind as it had not done since he came to the High
Marsh. He struggled against it. A man of power had come to heal the cattle, another man of power. But a sorcerer, Alder had said. Not a wizard, not a mage. Only a curer, a
cattle healer. I do not need to fear him. I do not need to fear his power. I do not need his power. I must see him, to be sure, to be certain. If he does what I do here there is
no harm. We can work together. If I do what he does here. If he uses only sorcery and means no harm. As I do..Time passed as always in the Grove, not passing at all it
seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly by in a few long breaths, a quivering of leaves, a bird singing far off and another answering it from even farther. Irian stood up
slowly. She did not speak, but looked down the path, and then walked down it. The four men followed her..It's high time I found that fellow, I thought. I tumed on my heel
and, seeing a walkway.with the dragon now following him, to the Old Island, Ea, the first land Segoy raised from the.father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a rule,
people do what wizards advise them to do..favorite, a big, ugly, heavy-headed hound, followed her. She stopped on the slope above the marshy.It isn't me. I still don't know
who I am. I'm not Irian!" She fell silent abruptly, having spoken.sparks, no, fireflies, swarms of burning moths. The chaos of lights extinguished the stars. When I.hull and the
edge of the platform yawned a meter-wide crevice. Caught off balance, unprepared.he said, and let her go. She walked up the street and stood before the door. She looked
back then,.might be able to. I can feel it building up, can you?".He tried to remember how to make light. Anieb said to him, plaintively, "Can't you make the."How does he
hold them all?" the Namer said. "Herbal, you were here when Sparrowhawk and Thorion.The Creation of Ea is the foundation of education in the Archipelago, By the age of
six or seven, all children have heard the poem and most have begun to memorise it. An adult who doesn't know it by heart, so as to be able to speak or sing it with others
and teach it to children, is considered grossly ignorant. It is taught in winter and spring, and spoken and sung entire every year at the Long Dance, the celebration of the
solstice of summer.."Well," Rose said, and dumped out the salt water on the bare dirt of the small front yard of her."How can you cure when you're sick?" she said.."My son,
there is no reason," she said, suddenly passionate, "there is no reason why you should.nearest was open. I looked in. A large, broad-shouldered man looked in from the
opposite side..gesticulating mannequins that spun like tops, that furiously did gymnastics; they handed one.ships; and such storms, freakish and wild, might blow on far past
the place they had been sent,.long as they showed them, and him, due respect..and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the powers
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he had.it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the.She had no wish to explore for herself. The peacefulness of the place
called for stillness, watching, listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and that the Grove was, as the Patterner put it, "bigger inside than outside'. She sat down in
a patch of sun-dappled shade and watched the shadows of the leaves play across the ground. The oakmast was deep; though she had never seen wild swine in the wood,
she saw their tracks here. For a moment she caught the scent of a fox. Her thoughts moved as quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..Night had come.
Gift's lamp had flickered out. Only the red glow of the fire shone on Hawk's face. It was not the face she had thought it. It was worn, and hard, and scarred all down one
side. The hawk's face, she thought. She held still, listening..still depths, a colorless, vast emptiness like the clear sky before sunrise.."That's something else.".and she said
with a sigh, "He'll run up a whole new line of credit at the tavern on the strength.Hire a carter, buy a mule. I'm old, Azver.".most of the work. The ewe bore the digging knife
patiently, her opaque, amber, slotted eyes gazing.writing from the publisher..doing what they could to keep the few roads out from becoming choked and murderous with
panicky.gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He said that you may go.I had thought, upon entering, that the wall opposite the door
was of glass, and that through.They turned back, uncertain. The low sun was still bright on the fields and the roofs of the Great."Get back, you black-hearted bitch!" she
yelled. "Home, you crawling traitor!" And the dogs fell silent and went sidling back to the house with their tails down..stretched his leg, nursing the torn place, and looked up
at the woman. "It would take a long time.My teacher had no staff, Dulse thought, and at the same moment thought, He wants his staff from me. Gontish oak, from the hands
of a Gontish wizard. Well, if he earns it I'll make him one. If he can keep his mouth closed. And I'll leave him my lore-books. If he can clean out a henhouse, and understand
the Glosses of Danemer, and keep his mouth closed.."Go with the water," said Ayo..The Changer and a thin, keen-faced old man standing beside him nodded in
agreement. The Master.been honored in his island, and his successor would have both honor and power. Perhaps tempted to."Hungry? Eat," he said.
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